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the improbable war explains why conflict between the usa and china cannot be ruled out in 1914 war
between the great powers was considered unlikely yet it happened we learn only from history and
popular though the first world war analogy is the lessons we draw from its outbreak are usually
mistaken among these errors is the tendency to over estimate human rationality all major conflicts of
the past 300 years have been about the norms and rules of the international system in china and the us
the world confronts two exceptional powers whose values differ markedly with china bidding to
challenge the current order the thucydidean trap when a conservative status quo power confronts a
rising new one may also play its part in precipitating hostilities to avoid stumbling into an avoidable
war both beijing and washington need a coherent strategy which neither of them has history also
reveals that war evolves continually the next global conflict is likely to be played out in cyberspace

and outer space and like all previous wars it will have devastating consequences such a war between
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the united states and china may seem improbable but it is all too possible which is why we need to

discuss it now

globalization and armed conflict addresses one of the most important and controversial issues of our

time does global economic integration foster or suppress violent disputes within and between states

here cutting edge research by leading figures in international relations shows that expanding

commercial ties between states pacifies some but not necessarily all political relationships the authors

demonstrate that the pacific effect of economic integration hinges on democratic structures the size of

the global system the nature of the trade goods and a reduced influence of the military on political

decisions in sum this book demonstrates how important the still fragile capitalist peace is
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